
 Something Special is Coming This
Christmas! 

Get ready—plans are already underway for a Community
Nativity Festival, and YOU are invited to be part of something
joyful, creative, and truly meaningful!
Imagine a space filled with light, music, laughter, and the
powerful story of Christ’s birth… welcoming neighbors,
families, and friends from all around. 
But we can’t do it without you!
    Planning Gathering
Tuesday, April 28
    5:25 PM
    Bldg 1 Fellowship Hall (we’ll begin here, then move to the
Library)
This is a casual, no-pressure gathering with SUMC members
and friends from other churches. Come listen, share ideas,
and see how you might want to be involved—big or small!
We’re looking for helping hands in all areas:
     Music
     Decorating
     Hospitality
     Set-up
     Organizing
 …and more!
No experience needed—just a heart to serve and have fun!
     Want to learn more or get involved?
 Contact Adele (716-310-5298) or Cheryl @ Dean’s (252-
393-1420)
 —or sign up by scanning the QR Code or Contact Alysia.
Let’s dream big, create something beautiful, and share the
joy of Christmas with our community! 
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Ben Williams, President / CEO

    Ben joined us in 2025 with 23 years of experience
leading mission-driven organizations and ministering
to children, youth, and families. He worked seven
years as senior pastor at Christ United Methodist
Church in Chapel Hill and 13 years at St. Mark’s
United Methodist in Raleigh; before that, he was
associate pastor for three years at Millbrook United
Methodist.
    Throughout his career, Ben has walked alongside
families in their most challenging moments. He’s
created an afterschool program for under-served
children and guided Backpack Buddies in eight
schools. He’s inspired a campaign for people in need
and in recovery.
    He’s also served the United Methodist Church at
the state and global levels as a conference delegate.
At home in North Carolina, he’s served as secretary of
the Board of Ordained Ministry and as board member
for Camp & Retreat Ministries.
    Ben earned a Bachelor of Science in Business
from Wake Forest University and a Master of Divinity
from Duke University. Ben is married to Anna and
together they have two children, Stuart (19) and
Maggie (18) along with a chocolate labrador named
Mater (named after the tow truck character in the
Disney Movie Cars).
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