A Service of Word and Table

GATHERING

Prelude Terri Boykin
Gathering Words

*Greeting
Jesus said, “I give you a new commandment, that you love one another.”
Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.
By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.

*Opening Hymn UMH #581 “Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service”

*Opening Prayer
Ever-gracious God, we gather in this evening hour as friends gathered with Jesus in an
Upper Room long ago. We come bearing the marks and burdens of a bitter and broken
world. We come from anonymous places, with dry and thirsty spirits. Remind us, in the
breaking of the bread, of our need and of your great sufficiency. Refresh us and make us
whole with the cup of forgiveness. Draw us nearer to each other in mutual service and
closer to you in the covenant of faithfulness and thanksgiving. As the night advances,

deepen in us a sense of your steadfast love for us in Jesus Christ, our friend and Redeemer.

Amen.
PROCLAMATION
Old Testament Lesson Exodus 12:1-14
Epistle Lesson 1 Cor. 11:23-26
Special Music “Lamb of God”

Holy Thursday Reflection John 13:1-17, 31b-35

CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE

God of mercy and love, when Judas went out that door, a part of each one of us went with him.
We have all betrayed Jesus in one way or another.

And when the disciples sat unmoving at the table, each waiting for the other to wash their feet, a
part of each one of us sat there with them.

We have all sat unmoving, waiting for someone else to do what we should be doing
ourselves.

And when Peter did not want Jesus to wash his feet, a part of each one of us joined him in that
rejection.

We have all resisted the new hierarchy of Jesus, where those who are greatest become
loving servants to all.

Forgive us for immobility, for our fear. Help us to again return to following Jesus who would
lead us to hope, forgiveness and eternal life. Amen.

Sister and brothers, believe the good news of the gospel: that in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

RESPONSE

Hymn FWS# 2254 “In Remembrance of Me”

The Great Thanksgiving
Tonight, in the spirit of Christ’s commandment to love and serve one another, we will share in Holy Communion in
a more personal and communal way. Following the invitation, groups of 8—10 will be invited to gather around the
communion table. There, we will serve one another, passing the bread and cup from person to person, saying, “I'he
body of Christ, broken for you,” and “The blood of Christ, shed for you.” This simple act reflects the intimacy of
the Last Supper and reminds us that we are all both guests and servants at Christ’s table. Gluten-free elements are
available. While groups come forward, all are invited to remain in a spirit of worship and sing along with the
hymns printed below.

Music During Communion
UMH 618 “Let Us Break Bread Together”
UMH 628 “Eat This Bread”

SENDING
Prayer after the Meal
Patient God, we have received the elements of bread and wine. We have come to the
table, imperfect, flawed. Yet You, In Christ, receive us and offer to us healing and
hope. Forgive our waywardness. Heal our brokenness. Challenge us to live lives of
faithfulness and discipleship. Amen.

*Closing Hymn UMH 292 “What Wondrous Love is This”
Dismissal

Postlude “Go to Dark Gethsemane” Terri Boykin

Go in peace, in the darkness of the night to await the dawn.



MAUNDY THURSDAY
Maundy comes from the Latin word “mandatum” and means “command.” On Thursday evening, before

He was crucified on Good Friday, our Lord commanded us to embrace the new command to “Love one ’

another” — “I have given you an example: just as I have done, you also must do.” (John 13:15) Wa | | S O ro
Foot washing is a powerful symbolic response to the Word, dramatizing the servanthood of Jesus, both UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
on the night before his death and in his continuing presence in our midst.

On this night, our Lord also instituted and commanded us to continue the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper,
or Holy Communion. None of us are worthy to partake of this sacred meal, but all of us need the grace
and strength we can receive as we obey Christ’s command to keep this holy feast.

“Worship God, Love One Another, Serve the World”

The ancient practice of stripping the Lord’s table and sanctuary following communion is a vivid and
A dramatic way of showing the desolation and abandonment of the long night in Gethsemane and what
followed.

Easter Sunday Services "Just as | have done, you also must do."

-John 13:15

Sunrise Service Bicentennial Park 6:15 am
Daymark Worship 8:25 am
Beacon Worship 10:30 am
Get Connected! Apr11 17. 2025
. ’

Help us connect you in 3 easy steps!

Pull out your phone. 7:00 pm

Use the camera on i10S or Google Assistant on Android to scan the box to the left.

Click the website popup and fill out the connection card today. 665 W Cotbett Avenue

Only one scan per household is needed. Swansboro, North Carolina 28584

910 326-4822
www.SwansboroUMC.org

Give Now

Scan box to the right to be directed to our online giving page. Pastor Laura Thompson: PastorLaure@swansboroumc.otg

Beacon Worship Leader: Bryan Hoff: BHoff@swansboroumc.org



mailto:pastorkevin@swansboroumc.org

