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Daymark Worship
The Fourth Sunday of Advent

Gathering Prayer and Praise

Welcome and Announcements
First-time guests, please text “WELCOME” to (910) 460-9998

*Call to Worship
In this weary world,
we sing of joy.
In this fragile world,
we lift each other up.
In this beautiful world,
we look for God.
In this tender world,
we hold onto hope.
This is the invitation of faith.
So in this time of worship,
may we sing, lift up, look for, and hold onto our with-us God.
With hope in our hearts, amen!

*Opening Hymn UMH #219 “What Child is This?”

*Opening Prayer
Gracious God,
You paint pictures of what could be,
but we declare those visions impossible.
You speak of the lion lying down with the lamb,
but we spout skepticism and uncertainty.
You dream of a more just day,
but we poke holes in the plan, unable to fathom that horizon.
Forgive us for losing sight of hope.
Forgive us for assuming that what we see is all there is.
Open up our hearts to see the world as you see it.
Open up our hearts to risk hope, to dream dreams,
and to not be afraid of either. We worship you with joy this day, and
with gratitude we pray, amen.

*The Peace
Welcome! Please take the next 60 seconds and find someone you did not come to church
with and greet them in Jesus' name!

First Scripture Lesson: Matthew 1:18-25

Lighting the Advent Candle The UMYF

Special Music Angie Cooper, Scott Grisham

Prayers of the People

The Lord’s Prayer

Giving of our Tithes, Offerings, and Connection Cards

Offertory Song Terri Boykin

*Doxology UMH #94

*Prayer of Dedication

Anthem “Breath of Heaven”

Second Scripture Lesson: Luke 1:46-55

Sermon

Affirmation of Faith
We believe in a God who gives us reason to hope,
a God who fills our nights with stars,
who follows winter with spring,
who dwells with and among us.
We believe that this God has dreams for creation,
dreams of justice like a mighty stream
and swords that will be beaten into plowshares.
Therefore, we push cynicism aside.
We risk vulnerability.
We hold onto hope,
and we declare:
“My soul magnifies the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.”

Gloria Patri

The Children’s Nativity
Scene 1: Mary and Joseph Luke 2:1-7
Scene 2: Angels Luke 2:8-14
Scene 3: Shepherds Luke 2:15-20
Scene 4: Kings Matthew 2:1-11
Children’s Choir “Away in a Manger”
Children’s Choir “Angels We Have Heard on High”

*Closing Hymn UMH #251 “Go Tell it On the Mountain”

*Dismissal with Blessing

*Please stand as you are able.


