
 

 

SUMC Church Council Minutes 
May 15, 2019 

7:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
Present:  Adam Barth, Bonnie Bihary, Pam Castellano, Lou Collins, Merle Epperson, Carol 
Ferry, Yana Franz, Lisa Potts Tonya Morton (Recording Secretary) 
 
Yana opened the meeting by lighting the Christ Candle, reading a devotion, and leading prayer. 
 
Celebrations: 

• The kids’ musical went really well this past Sunday.  Many people complimented the 
production. 

• Heather White sang and played the flute at the 8:30 service and did an exceptional job. 
• Yana mentioned a suicidal youth in the community that was protected by God and is now 

in a residential facility. 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
Finance 
Pam Castellano and Carol Ferry reported that the church finances are improving as of April 
2019.  There is a positive account balance of $32,256.93 which includes a transfer of $22,500 
from child care revenue.  Apportionments have not been paid yet this year, and it is anticipated 
that the new pastor, Kevin, will guide decisions regarding payment. 
 
Trustees 
Bonnie Bihary asked some questions about the parsonage bills and transferring them into the 
new pastor’s name, as appropriate.  Carol Ferry said she would take care of any necessary 
transfers. 
 
The permit for the sprinkler system has been obtained and hopefully work will start soon. 
 
Worship 
Lou Collins reported that it has been approved for work to begin on renovating the sacristy.  She 
has met with the contractor and is working on a plan.  She expects to have cost estimates at the 
next meeting. 
 
Discussion was held on recognizing high school seniors on Senior Sunday.  She asked for help 
with determining all the seniors in our congregation.  Also mentioned was the need for someone 
to organize and manage the acolytes.  
 
Music 
Merle had nothing new to report other than the fine job the kids did on Sunday with the program. 
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SPRC 
Discussion was held on job descriptions for employees of the church and who is responsible for 
overseeing employees to ensure work is performed at an acceptable level and in a timely fashion. 
 
Currently, the church is seeking a Director of Student Ministries to replace Andrew Harper.  
Discussion was held on the need to review the vision for the youth group and the Director.  Carol 
Ferry and Pastor Adam will be having discussions with youth and parents to discuss ideas and 
options. 
 
Discussion was held on the open position for Contemporary Worship Leader.  Pastor Adam said 
there were no candidates and the part-time salary needs to be revisited in an effort to attract an 
applicant from outside the community. 
 
There will be a potluck lunch at 12:15 on Sunday, June 30, after Pastor Kevin’s first Sunday at 
SUMC to welcome him and his family.  Also, there will be a series of “cottage meetings” 
organized by Elizabeth Holtz, where the new pastor and his family can fellowship with small 
groups in their homes. 
 
United Methodist Women 
Lisa Potts thanked everyone for participating with mother’s day flowers.  The next meeting will 
be June 26 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Pastor Reports: 
 
Pastor Adam asked for prayers as Pastor Ron will be on vacation for the whole month of June, 
leaving Adam as the sole pastor. 
 
This coming Sunday is Youth Sunday and Confirmation. 
 
The Planning Center is coming along nicely and the office staff are doing a great job. 
 
A Memorandum of Agreement with UMCOR defining the relationship with SUMC and sharing 
our space is in the process of being finalized. 
 
There being no further business, Pastor Adam closed with prayer and the meet adjourned at 8:00 
p.m. 
 
 
      
Tonya Morton, Recording Secretary 


